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our power.   But If this is right., in other cases P also those
vices which are censured must be in our power.

7.  But if any one should say., that all aspire after what
appears good to them, but are not directors of the faculty, by
which they see good ; but that of whatever character each
is, such also the end appears to him; if in a certain respect
every one is to himself the cause of his habit, he will also be
in a certain respect the cause of this faculty.

8.  But supposing that no man is the cause of his com-
mitting vice, but that he does those things from ignorance of
the end, fancying that through such means the best good
will be his; and if the pursuit of the end is not spontaneous,
but he must be born with it as with sight, by which he will
judge rightly, and choose the real good; and if that man is
of a good natural disposition, in whom this is innate in a
perfect mariner j (for he will have that which is the greatest
and most noble, and which it is impossible to receive or learn
from another, otherwise than it comes by nature, and that
this should be excellently and finely implanted in us by na-
ture, must be perfect and real goodness of disposition ;) if, I
say, these things are true, why will virtue be more voluntary
than vice? for the end, whether by nature or by whatever
means, equally is placed in view to each, both tathe good and
the bad in the same way j and referring other things to this,
they act according to their different habits;

9.   Whether then * the end, whatever it is, does not present
itself to each by nature, but there is something in his own
power j   or whether the end  be natural, but because the
worthy man performs the rest, i, e.  the means, voluntarily,,

P The argument is this : it is true that only those bodily failings are
censured, which are voluntary: therefore the converse is true, that when
bodily failings are censured, they are voluntary: applying this analogy to
moral conduct, when moral failings are censured, they are voluntary*

4 This is a continuation of the last argument: he had there shewn,
that if nature gives the ends, then virtue would be as involuntary as vice:
(which is not what the objectors wish to prove.) He now argues, that
granting their assertion to be true, that nature gives the ends, still as the
means are in our power, vice must be voluntary*